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EFERENCE IN THE president’s message to
R the Japanese question is provoking bitter erit-
fcism among Californians. They do not take kind-
ly to being called “wicked” because their board
of education has made an order prohibiting adult
Japanese from mingling with white children at
publie schools. California republican congressmen
gay, had the president’s message been made public
before election day, the republicans would have
suffered great losses if not defeat, In behalf of
the San Francisco board of education, it is stated
that “many so-called Japanese children are men
from twenty to twenty-five years old, who have
no right to attend schools for boys and girls;” that
Americang of that age are not admitted to publie
schools.

AT

N AN INTERVIEW given to a representative
of the Associated Press, Mr. Altman, president
of the San Francisco board of education, refer-
ring particularly to the president’'s message, said:
“With all due deference to President Roosevelt,
I must say it surprises me that with all the min-
uteness of detail of information furnished to Vie-
tor H. Metealf, who came to San Francisco as
the gpecial representative of the president in this
matter and who on his return to Washington
must have undoubtedly placed all of this informa-
tion at the disposal of the chief execulive of the
country, there should be such a display on the
part of President Roosevelt as to state in his
message that Japanese pupils are barred from the
public schools of this city. This would lead peo-
ple outside of San Francisco to believe that we
refused an education to the Japanese children.
Japanese children have not been execluded from
the schools of San Francisco. The impression
already gone forth that the Japanese were ex-
cluded from our local institutions of learning
arises from the fact that a section of the school
law of the state of California providing for a
separale school for these children has been put
into force and effect, In other words, far from
barring the Japanese children from the public
schools of San Francisco, the board of education
has merely said to them: ‘Attend this particular
school and there find all the advantages and fa-
cilities which are provided our own white
children."”
LA
ENJAMIN ITDE WHEELER, of the University
of California, undertakes to smooth things
over in California, although declaring that in
most respects he agrees with President Roose-
“Cordial relationg with
Japan, both commercially and otherwise, are of
prime importance to the Pacific coast, particularly
to San Francisco. The school gquestion is really
in itself a small matter, at least in volume, for
only a small number of pupils is involved. Many,
if not most, of these are adults, and adults should
not be allowed in the lower schools, no matter
of what race. 1If it had been only children in-
volved I can not think the question would have
been raised. The question that is disturbing us
as a people concerns the rapid immigration of
Japanese laborers, and this question you must
gurely know is safe in the hands of the presi-
dent, who is at once the well proven friend of
Japan, and a thoroughgoing American in full sym-
pathy with the needs and aspirations of the peo-
ple of the Pacific coast. The immigration of
Japanese coolies will have to be restricted in the
interest of conditions here, in the interest of good
understanding between the two nations and ulti-
mately, a8 we believe, Japan will see it in the
interest of Japan herself, but this is a delicate
matter requiring delicate treatment. Japan is a
first rate power and whatever is done will have
to be done with her consent and co-operation. It
is best not to be disturbed about the president.
He understands our situation and when the clouds
roll by he will be found our best friend, too.”

S

HOSE WHO TAKE the Japanese side of the
question ‘say that the Japanese are very
sensitive concerning their children and that their,
pride was wounded when Japanese children were
denied the public school privileges which were
cheerfully conferred upon children of other na-
tionalities. The United States district attorney at

e

The Commoner,

-

L — -

{ CURRENT GOPICS

San Franciseo has been instructed to assist the
attorney representing the Japaneso in the court
11rr1(-v(--flin;:s which will be to compel the San
F l‘:l!l(:lk('ﬂ board of education to admit Japanese
pupils. In behalf of the Japanese it 1s pointed
out that our constitution provides: “This con.
stitution and the laws of the United States which
shall be made in pursuance thereof, and all
treaties made, or which shall be made, under the
authority of the United States, shall be the su-
preme law of the land, and the Judges In every
state shall be bound thereby, anything io (he
constitution or laws of any state to the contrary
notwithstanding.” -

Far

HE TREATY entered Into between the
United States and Japan in 1895 provides:
“In whatever relates to rights of residence and
travel; to the possession of goods and effects
of any kind; to the succession to personal estate,
by will and otherwise, and the disposal of prop-
erty of any sort and in any manner whatever
which they may lawfully acquire, the citizens or
subjects of each contracting party shall enjoy in
the territories of the other the same privileges,
liberties and rights, and shall be subject to no
higher imposts or chargeg in these regpects than
native citizens or subjects or ecitizens or subjects
of the most favored nation.”
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OME PEOPLE IN San Francisco were greatly
disturbed because of this paragraph in the
president’'s message: “Even as the law now is
gomething ean be done by the federal government
toward this end, aad in the matter now before
me affecting the Jipanese, everything that [t is
in my power to do will be done, and all of the
forces, military aml civil, of the United States
which I may lawfully employ will be so employcd.”
Washington dispatches say that the president has
assured members of the Californ'a delegation that

that did not mean that he would use the mill
tary forces of the United States to force the
Japanese into the California schools, He meant

that he would use the military forces to protect
the Japanese against mob violence,
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of Gaelic Etymological history, declares that
Virgil and Shakespeare were both Irishmen. A
Winstead (Conn.) correspondent: for the New
York American quotes Mr. Hurley as saving:
“The same country that produced ‘Erin-go Braugh'
wag also responsible for the birth of Virgil and
Shakespeare. 1 have been delving into the de-
viations of Shakespeare’s name for more than a
quarter of a century. His mother, Mary Arden,
was unquestionably of Irigsh origin, for the name
of Arden had its beginning in the Emerald Isle,
Early in the fourteenth century a lLord Arden,
clearly traced as Shakespeare’s mother's ances-
tor, was a member of the Irish parliament,” Hav-
ing settled Shakespeare's origin Mr. Hurley proves
that the great Latin writer of epics was also an
Irishman, as follows: *“The name of Virgil Is un-
doubtedly an Irish name. In fact his real name
was Fearghall, now shortened to Farrell, and we

JO}IN HURLEY, OF Litchfield, Conn., a student

only know him as Virgil because that is the
Latin synonym, of the Irish name. Farrell, or
Virgil, the Roman author, was connected with

one of the greatest events known to history be-
cause he was related to the Irish astronomer of
the same name who in the eighth century discov-
ered that the earth {8 round. He was also a rela-
tive of the Irish king, Fearghall and there is every
proof to show that his ancestors belonged to one
of the Irigsh settlements founded long before his
birth.”
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HE “POLITICAL propaganda” as advocated
by President Gompers, of the American

Federation of Labor, was overwhelmingly en-
dorsed at the Minneapolis convention. For some
weeks prior to the convention a report was in-
dustriously circulated that the Federation would
not endorse President Gompers' policy. When
the convention met Ii was’ evident that influences
were at work to prevent an endorsement, but
the feeling in favor of endorsement was soon
discovered to be very strong., That portion of
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President Gompers' annual
the political idea w
tentlon and wasg loudly applauded
of greatf enthusiasm the committee on president’
ro-[ml'l_ made return of I8 red mmendations wh; -;l
1“»(‘“]-“1 effect that the political policy 'au (:TI‘”F]:‘!;
.j'.‘,l-.rj sldent Gompers In the last .t'-'lll.ll-'lill;'l L
continued on independont nes. The commitiee
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ing with y condemned the Idea of afiliat-

report
as listened to with elose at-

deallng with

Amidst scenes

any speclal party and

Ay i Yy un went on record
as up;_;u_:l!n. the organization of a national labor
party, Fhe commitiee'y report wi et e !I for
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five hours, and was then adopted | i
bty B o J Y oan almost
“ 10U8  vote, he report was as follows:
€ recommend that the action taken by the

officers of the American Federation of Labor dur-
Ing the lust campaign be Indorsed and we express
our approval of the campalgn carried on uku!nn't
the enemies of labor with the small meang at the
disposal of the officers of the .“.'. ::

gard with pleasure the recent political action of
the organized workingmen of the eountry and by

federation

\f’h!rh they are determined to exhibit their po-
litical power. We are in full accord with and
recommend (o organized lubor thronghout the

country that they persist in their efforts to organe.
ize as an independent political force.”

\\U_ .‘ul‘..\er AGO the Nebraska legislature
passcd a new revenue law, For a long time

the railroads have contested a large amount of
their taxes in Nebraska. One clauge in the new
law authorizes the impounding of receipts of the
raflroads upon fallure to pay this amount. On
this elause action may bhe taken on December 1.
It remained for a demoeratie treasurer to enforce
this law. C. BE. Bowlby is country treasurer of
Saline county, Neb.,, and son of C. J. Bowlby,
editor of the Crete (Neb.) Demoerat, one of the
best known of western newspaper men. On De-
cember 5 Treasurer Bowlby demanded of four
Burlington rallroad station agents the surrender
ol the reeeipls of thelr offices, the same to he
applied on the raflroad's taxes. ‘These demands
were refused, “’hi-ronr”;nn Treagsurer Bowlbhy filed
charges againgt the station agents. These agents
were arrested and applied for by the
habeas corpus, Distriet Judee refused to
order the and the doubtless
be thoroughly tested in the
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HE CONVENTION called by Governor Cum
mins of lowa for the purpose of pushing the -

election-of-genators-by-the-people reform met at
Des Moines, December 6. Ex-Governor Larrabee
of Iowa, was made temporary chalrman. J. B.

Strode of Lincoln, Neb., was chosen president of

the convention., Congressman W. R Ellis of
Oregon was made first vice president, John L.
Hamilton of Hoopstown., 111, second viee presi-

dent, and John Weaver of Indlanapolis, secretary.
The followinz eommitteecs were chosen: Resolu-
tions—Robert R, Wallace, Hamburg, Ill.; Senator
I. A. Cox, Indianapolis, Ind.; Thomas D. Healy,
Fort Dodge, Ia.: T. J. Kernan, Baton Rouge, 1.a4.:
Platt Hubbell, Trenton, Mo.; G. A. Charters, Los
Angeles, Cal.: Frank C. Goudy, Denver, Colo.:
J. B. Strode, Lincoln, Neb.; Rosewell Shelly, Hood
River, Ore. Permanent organization and rulegs—
B. F. Peak, Moline, Ill.; H. 8. Downey, Shelby-
ville, Ind.; Thomas A. Cheshire, Des Moines, Ia.;
W. 0. Hart, New Orleans, La.: Thomas E. Bark-
worth, Jacksom, Mich.; W, F. Hill, St. Lonisg, Mo.;
George D, Whitcomb, Glendora, Cal,; Murdo Me-
Kenzie, Trinldad, Colo.: Willlam Haywood, Ne-
braska City, Neb.: Willlam R. Ellis, Pendleton,
Ore.: F. T. Tucker, Madison, Wis.
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HE DES MOINES econvention selected an exec-
ntive eommittee which will conduet a cam-
paign to secure from congresg a call for a consti-
tutional convention to consider the question of
having senators elected by a direct vote of the
people, Thomas A. Cheshire of Des Moines, was
named chalrman of an executive commlitice of
five to take charge of the movement! His as-
gistantg are Thomas J. Keérnan of Loulsiana;
Frank C. Goudy of Colorado, W. R. Ellis of Ore-

gon, and C. M. Kimbrough of Indiana, This com-
mittee will direct the work of sgecuring from
thirty-seven legislatures that meet this winter

action in line with the proposed reform.




